
5

STARTING OFF RIGHT
Superintendents are responsible for providing an annual orientation session on League 
rules, expectations regarding appropriate conduct during UIL contests and goals and 
purposes of UIL activities for students in grades nine through 12 for all directors, 
academic coaches, advisers and athletic coaches. The orientation session is the best 
time to explain and complete the Professional Acknowledgment Form and to distribute 
copies of the relevant sections of the Constitution and Contest Rules.

PROFESSIONAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM
The UIL requires that all coaches of UIL activities (grades 9-12) sign the Professional Acknowledgment 
Form (page 5) at the beginning of their tenure in that position. This applies to full-time district employees 
as well as non-school coaches. The school administrator is responsible for seeing that all the forms are 
signed and kept on file. Do not mail copies to the League office. The signed form indicates the  coach has 
read and agrees to abide by the rules. The coordinator should make copies for UIL academic coaches in 
all events.

Coaches should have the opportunity to review in the C&CR, Section 400 and their respective con-
test rules before signing the acknowledgment form. The UIL mails a copy of the C&CR to each school in 
August. Schools may order additional copies using the academic, music and athletic order forms. Material 
from the C&CR may be photocopied.

The Professional Acknowledgment Form has no relationship to a teacher’s normal classroom responsi-
bilities. If coaches are suspended from their UIL duties because of a rule violation, they carry the suspension 
or any other penalty to any school they might move to for the length of time of the penalty.

WHO CAN COACH UIL ACADEMICS?
What are the requirements to be a UIL academic coach? Do you have to be a teacher or school district 
employee? Other than for one-act play, the League has no rules governing who can coach UIL academic 
contests. The one-act play director must be a full-time employee of the school which the play represents 
or a retired teacher or school administrator. See Section 1033(5) of the C&CR.

BASIC STUDENT ELIGIBILITY
For a review of basic eligibility as it pertains to UIL academic contests, see pages 28–31.
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Academic Coordinator Contact Information Form
In order for your campus’ academic coordinator to receive regular e-mail updates and 

inquiries, the League office needs the following information. 

Please submit this information online.  Go to: 
www.uil.utexas.edu/academics

HS academic coordinator:

High School:

Conference:   1A    2A    3A    4A    5A       Spring Meet District number:

City:

Phone:

Fax:

E-mail:

State of Texas §
County of ____________________ §

 BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this the _____ day of _______________, _______, personally appeared 
________________________, who after being duly sworn upon his/her oath states as follows.

(1) I am ________________________ of _________________________, Texas.

(2) I am currently employed by the _________________________ Independent School District in the following capacity: 
_________________________. I am in charge of district students who participate in activities of the University Inter-
scholastic League.

(3) I have read and am familiar with, and will continue to read The Leaguer*, the official publication of the UIL. *(Should be 
available in the school library and is posted on the UIL Web site at www.uil.utexas.edu.)

(4) I have read and am familiar with, and will continue to read the UIL Constitution and Contest Rules, activity manuals, 
relevant sections of the UIL web site and other League bulletins and will keep myself informed as updated editions are 
received, in the contests for which I am responsible, throughout my tenure with this school district.

(5) I understand the contents of the UIL Constitution and Contest Rules, activity manuals and relevant web sites in my 
activity(s) as they are applicable to me, to students in my charge, to the school to which I am assigned, and to the school 
district.

(6) It is my intention to comply with all of the provisions of the UIL Constitution and Contest Rules. Further, in the event of 
an official rules change, or an official interpretation, I understand that I will be responsible for abiding by said rules after 
official notification of the change or interpretation.

(7) It is my intention to describe to my students all applicable provisions of the UIL Constitution and Contest Rules within a 
UIL activity of which I am in charge. If I do not understand a provision of the UIL Constitution and Contest Rules, I shall 
seek a written clarification. If  student, parent, or any other person requests more than a description of the UIL Consti-
tution and Contest Rules, I will refer them to my district’s superintendent or designee, or the UIL staff for opinions and 
explanations, and to the UIL State Executive Committee for official interpretations.

(8) I am giving this professional acknowledgment to acknowledge the above-stated facts and the professional responsibility I 
freely accept with respect to my actions or omissions in activities of the UIL, and to assure my students, the parents of my 
students, my school, my school district, and UIL officers: (a) that I am aware of those actions and omissions that consti-
tute violations of the UIL Constitution and Contest Rules; (b) that I am aware of the ranges of possible penalties that may 
be imposed following a violation; and (c) that I am aware of the persons against whom the UIL may impose penalties.

(9) In particular, I acknowledge my understanding of the penalties that may be assessed against me should I fail to comply 
with the provisions of the UIL Constitution and Contest Rules.

(10) I acknowledge that I am making this sworn statement to be filed with my superintendent.

This professional acknowledgment is made solely for the purpose set forth herein and does not waive any right nor constitute 
any admission.

Signed ______________________________________________  ______________________________________________
  Signature of Coach/Sponsor/Director   
(Notary Seal)
  ______________________________________________
 Notary Public in and for the State of Texas
 My commission expires on ________________________

This form is to be filled in and notarized only once, at the beginning of employment of a high school coach, sponsor and/or director. It is to 
be filed in the superintendent’s office.
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